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Melbourne has long played cultural hipster to Sydney’s pop princess, and nowhere is this more evident 
than on Gertrude Street, which is evolving into a stylish stopover with indie art galleries, boutiques, and 
bistros. The revival of the once scruffy strip—often overlooked in favor of Brunswick Street, which runs 
perpendicular to it—began with a series of new eateries, including Gertrude Street Enoteca, an all-day  
café serving homemade food such as tarts and terrines, with an excellent choice of new-world wines (No. 
229; 61-3-9415-8262; entrées, $18–$25). Then came the chichi renovation of the Builders Arms Hotel,  
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Let there be light:  
At L.E.F.T. boutique, on 
Melbourne’s Gertrude 
Street, designers in-
clude Yohji Yamamoto 
and Carpe Diem.






