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obert Frost wrote that 'good fences make
Rgood neighbours', and the Great Wall of

China is perhaps the boldest embodiment
of that sentiment. Legend has it that the Great Wall
was built by the first emperor of the Qin dynasty
(circa 220 BC), but historians date rudimentary
fortifications to the fifth century BC. The Wall was
recently voted one of the New Seven Wonders of
the World and is a must-see for visitors to Beijing;

®

but your Wall
may not be  GoopTo KNOW
my Wall. There You can reach all sections of the Wall

by public transportation, but hiring a
driver for the day is more than worth
the fee. Your hotel Concierge can

are many ways
to experience
the Great Wall
depending  on
your time and
preferences
- here are our
picks, from mild
to wild.

arrange this for you.
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Commune by the Great Wall

Badaling and Shuiguan (Mild)

The most popular vantage point for tourists, the
Badaling section of the Wall, is heaving year-round
and even has its own Starbucks with ‘Starbucks at the
Great Wall'-branded thermoses. Badaling has cable
cars for those who don't feel like buying the I Hiked
the Great Wall' T-shirts, and even horse and camel
rides. Our suggestion is to continue to the Shuiguan
section, just next door to Badaling, and pop into the
spectacular Commune by the Great Wall resort (www.
commune.com.cn). Here you can enjoy stunning views
of the ramparts while sipping bubbly on the terrace.
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Mutianyu

Further afield is the Mutianyu Great Wall, which is
less overrun with tour groups. You might even have
parts of the Wall to yourself early in the morning
or during winter months. There are several ways to
ascend the wall: gondola, chair-lift or sweat and
tears. There is also a fun bob-sled slide to take you
down again (insider tip: don't pull back on the bar, it
works as a break and you'll get stuck like we did).

Simatai and Jinshanling (Wild)
For the truly intrepid traveller, a Wild Wall
Weekend (www.wildwall.com) led by author and
conservationist William Lindesay will sate your thirst
for adventure. Experience living in a farmhouse in
the shadow of the Wall, climb unreconstructed
stretches and learn about conservation efforts. If
you don't have a whole weekend to spare, take the
luxury tour bus to the Simatai Great Wall, leaving
from Qianmen at 8.30am on Saturday and Sunday
mornings and returning around 3-4pm. The four-
hour hike from Simatai to Jinshanling affords some
of the most breathtaking views of the Wall, but be
sure to wear sturdy shoes as the path is crumbling
in places and there are some treacherous drops. H
KRISTINA PEREZ
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For Wild Wall Weekend reservations email
William Lindesay (william @wildwall.com).
You can also make online reservations for
various organised daytrips to the Wall

and other Beijing sites with popular expat
operator Chinese Culture Club {(www.
chinesecultureclub.org).
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